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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 7.   A Visit  to Cambridge 

 

 

 

 

  

Author’s Tour t o Cambridge and Hearing about  Stephen Hawking 

  For  t he aut hor , Fir daus Kanga, Cambr idge cont ained t he essence of  England. The place 

became somet hing ent ir ely dif f er ent , but  mor e meaningf ul by t he t ime he lef t , f or  he had t hen 

become acquaint ed wit h St ephen Hawking. Dur ing a walking t our  t hr ough Cambr idge, t he guide 

ment ions t he name of  St ephen Hawking and t ells t he aut hor  about  t he br illiance of  t his 

dif f er ent ly abled man, who held t he chair  of  I saac Newt on at  t he univer sit y. The aut hor  

become immediat ely st ar t led f or  he know, but  aut hor  becomes immediat ely st ar t led f or  he 

knew, but  had f or got t en about  St ephen, t he wr it er  of  ‘A Br ief  Hist or y of  Time’. 

 

The Author Calls up at  t he Residence of  St ephen Hawking 

  Af t er  t he walking t our , Kanga immediat ely r ushed t o t he t elephone boot h and phoned at  

Hawking’s r esidence. Hawking’s assist ant  r eceived t he phone. Kanga inf or ms Hawking’s assist ant  

t hat  he had come f r om I ndia on a wheel chair  was wor king on t he t opic of  his t r avel in Br it ain. 

He seeks an appoint ment  f r om Hawking’s assist ant  t o be able t o meet  Hawking in per son, no 

mat t er  if  br ief ly. The assist ant  f ixes up a half  an hour  meet ing bet ween t he aut hor  and 

Hawking. 

 

Meet ing wit h Stephen Hawking 

  The next  af t er noon, when he meet s Hawking, Hawking inf or ms him t hat  he had not  been 

ver y br aved and t hat  he had no choice. Kanga wished t o shar es his opinion  t hat  living a 

disembodied, f r agment ed lif e can never  be a choice, but  he kept  his opinions t o himself . He was 

closely obser ving Hawking, how Hawking had t o const ant ly look f or  and pr ess t he but t ons t o f ind 

t o r ight  wor ds t o expr ess himself . He was t alking t hr ough comput er  aut omat ed sound t hat  he 

was oper at ing t hr ough t he only moving par t  of  his body, his long pale f inger s. Af t er  he put s t he 

r eceiver  down, Kanga begins t o f eel weak. He gener alises t he st at e of  disabled people and 

Prose 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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discusses t hat  it  is dif f icult  t o live up t o t he pr et ence of  being br ave at  all t imes. The only t ime 

one genuinely f eels br ave and st r ong is when someone equally disabled does somet hing gr eat , 

achieves somet hing. 

 

Exhaust ion and Frust rat ion 

  Ver y of t en t he aut hor  would not ice Hawking closing his eyes in sheer  and f r ust r at ion. His 

mind was quit e act ive, but  his t hought s lay f r ozen f r om t ime-t o-t ime in t he absence of  a quick 

conver t or  of  his t hought s, his own speech. The aut hor  had hear d people br anding disabled 

people as cont inuously unhappy, so he asked Hawking a quest ion, whet her  he was happy f r om 

inside. Hawking r eplied t hat  he f ound it  annoying when people pat r onised him or  t r ied t o pit y 

him. The aut hor  f ur t her  asked him if  he got  ir r it at ed wit h people like him who came t o meet  

him and f or ce him t o t alk and r espond. Hawking immediat ely r eplied wit h a yes, but  t hen smiled. 

 

The Author Observes Hawking’s Appearance 

  Kanga f ound t he f ir st  glimpses of  Hawking as shocking. He f ound his appear ance as st ill 

as t he pict ur es in newspaper s and magazines. He f elt  t hat  his body was ent ir ely wast ed and 

r educed t o not hingness. I t  was ent ir ely t it led t o one side. His eyes, however , caught  t he 

aut hor ’s at t ent ion. The eyes wer e st ill f ull of  lif e, t hey want ed t o speak and speak ur gent ly, but  

it  was har d t o decode t hat  message. 

  On seeing t he condit ion of  Hawking and some kind of  inner  glow t hat  his per sonalit y 

seemed t o emanat e, t he aut hor  becomes sur e t hat  even t he body is ir r elevant  and ever yt hing 

else sur ely an accessor y. The aut hor , t hough not  a believer  of  souls, began t o believe in t he 

concr et eness of  Hawking as an et er nal soul. 

 

Kanga Keeds on wit h t he Meet ing 

  This t ime Kanga asks him about  becoming awar e of  t he int ensit y of  kindness in t he wor ld, 

t hr ough one’s disabled st at us. Hawking agr ees wit h him, but  Kanga was not  sur e if  t hat  

agr eement  was a ser ious one. The synt hesiser  t hr ough which Hawking’s voice could be hear d was 

a mono-t one one. 

 Aut hor  was const ant ly glancing his wr ist  wat ch t o make t he best  use of  t his half  an hour  

long meet ing and as he was doing it , he r ealises t hat  he enj oys a much bet t er  condit ion. He could 

at  least  move his var ious limbs, his only disabilit y being t hat  he could never  st and or  walk. 
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Hawking- a Source of  I nspirat ion 

  Kanga inf or ms Hawking t hat  he is a sour ce of  inspir at ion f or  him and many ot her s and 

t hen asks him if  t his piece of  inf or mat ion helps him in any way. Hawking, quit e obviously, r eplies 

wit h a no. t he aut hor  t hen seeks f r om Hawking some f inal advice f or  disabled people. Hawking 

advices him t hat  all disabled people should concent r at e on what  t hey ar e good at . They should 

not  unnecessar ily wast e t ime on Olympics f or  disabled and so on. 

 

Hawking Shows Kanga his Garden 

  Hawking asks Kanga t o have t ea wit h him and t akes him t o show t he gar den. They could 

not  t alk much as t he glar e of  t he Sun made t he let t er s on t he scr een disappear , so Hawking 

became silent . I t  was mor e  t han an hour  and it  was t ime t o leave. The aut hor  want ed t o kiss him 

and cr y, but  he could not  do so. He mer ely t ouched him on t he shoulder s and lef t . Kanga looks at  

Hawking as br avest  of  t he selves and knew t hat  he was moving t owar ds him t o become what  he 

was an embodiment  of . And t his ver y neat ly mar ked f or  him t he end of  his j our ney in Br it ain. 

 

 

  

 

Which is t he right  sent ence? 

1.  “Cambridge was my met aphor f or England. ” To t he writ er,  

  (i) Cambr idge was a r eput e univer sit y in England. 

  (ii) England was f amous f or  Cambr idge. 

  (iii) Cambr idge was t he r eal England. 

Ans.   (iii) Cambridge was the real England.  

2.  The writ er phoned Stephen Hawking’s house.  

  (i) Fr om t he near est  phone boot h. 

  (ii) Fr om out side a phone boot h. 

  (iii) Fr om inside a phone boot h. 

Ans.   (ii) f rom out side a phone booth.  

3.  Every t ime he spoke t o t he scient ist ,  t he writ er f elt  guilt y because 

  (i) he wasn’t  sur e what  he want ed t o ask. 

  (ii) he f or ced t he scient ist  t o use his voice synt hesiser . 

NCERT Folder 

Comprehension Check -  1 
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  (iii) he was f ace t o f ace wit h legend 

Ans.    (ii) he f orced t he scient ist  t o use his voice synt hesiser.  

4.  “I  f elt  a huge relief …. .  in the possibilit ies of  my body”.  ‘ I n t he given cont ext ,  the  

    highlight ed words ref er t o 

  (i) shif t ing in t he wheelchair , t ur ning t he wr ist . 

  (ii) st anding up, walking. 

  (iii) speaking, wr it ing. 

Ans.   (i) shif t ing in t he wheelchair,  t urning the wrist .  

 

 

 

1.   (i) Did the prospect  of  meet ing Stephen Hawking make the writ er nervous? I f  so,   

          why? 

  The aut hor  was bot h excit ed and ner vous at  t he pr ospect  of  meet ing St ephen Hawking. 

He had t o meet  him, f or  Hawking was a genius of  his t imes. 

  At  t he same t ime, t he aut hor  was doubt f ul if  he would be allowed t o meet  Hawking or  no. 

Also, he did not  know what  all t o ask him and how. 

    (ii) Did he at  t he same t ime f eel very excit ed? I f  so,  why? 

  The aut hor  got  ext r emely excit ed when Hawking’s assist ant  gave him an appoint ment  t o 

meet  Hawking, t hat  t oo f or  half  an hour . 

2.  Guess t he f irst  quest ion put  t o t he scient ist  by t he writer.  

  The f ir st  quest ion t hat  t he wr it er  asked St ephen Hawking was t hat  how he managed t o 

so bar ve. 

3.  St ephen Hawking said,  “I ‘ve had no choice. ” Does t he writ er t hink there was a  

    choice? What  was it ? 

  The wr it er  f eels t hat  t her e was a choice and Hawking was a living example of  t his choice. 

Hawking had r ef used t o live  a bor ing and unexcit ing lif e, he was on t he cont r ar y living a 

cr eat ive lif e. That  was choice in it self . 

4.  “I  could f eel his anguish.  “What  could be t he anguish? 

  The wr it er  could f eel Hawking’s anguish it  being unable t o expr ess himself  clear ly and 

f r eely. 

Working wit h t he Text  
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  His t hought s had t o be communicat ed via t he comput er  and t he exer cise of  f inding t he 

wr it e let t er s t hr ough t he but t ons put  a f ull st op t o t he vigour  of  his t hought s. 

5.  What  endeared t he scient ist  t o the writer so t hat  he said he was looking at  one of  t he  

   most  beaut if ul men in the world? 

  The one-way smile of  St ephen Hawking and t he f act  t hat  he was not  get t ing suppr essed 

under  t he weight  of  his disint egr at ed heavy body endear ed t he scient ist  t o t he wr it er . 

6.  Read aloud t he descript ion of  t he beaut if ul man.  Which is t he most  beaut if ul sentence  

   in the descript ion? 

   “you look at  his eyes which can speak, st ill and t hey ar e say8ing somet hing huge and 

ur gent .” 

7.  (i) I f  ‘t he lant er n’ is t he man, what  would it s walls’ be? 

 (ii) What  is housed wit hin t he t hin walls? 

  (iii) What  gener al conclusion does t he wr it er  dr aw f r om t his compar ison? 

Ans.  

  (i) The wall would be t he body of  t he scient ist  which has been r edused t o not hingness. 

  (ii) The inner  glow of  t he man is housed wit hin t he t hin walls or  t he t hin body. 

  (iii) The aut hor  r ealises t hat  ult imat ely it  is not  t he body but  t he soul t hat  is signif icant . 

8.  What  is t he scient ist ’s message f or t he disabled? 

  The scient ist ’s message f or  t he disabled is t hat  t hey should do what  t hey ar e good at  

and not  what  people want  t o ext r act  put  of  t hem t o view disabilit ies in a glor ious light . 

9.  Why does t he writ er ref er t o t he guitar incident ? Which idea does it  support ? 

  The wr it er  had spent  a couple of  year s lear ning t o play a Spanish guit ar , a guit ar  t hat  

was much lar ger  t han it s size. 

  I t  suppor t s t he idea t hat  disabled Olympics is an ut t er  wast e of  t ime. 

The wr it er  had f or ced himself  t o do what  nor mal people ar ound him had been t r ying t o do. 

10.  The writ er expresses his great  grat it ude t o Stephen Hawking.  What  is t he grat it ude  

     f or? 

  For  t he wr it er , St ephen Hawking had been an inspir at ion. This meet ing wit h Hawking 

f ur t her  inspir e him. 

  The wr it er  wished t o t hank t he scient ist  f or  meet ing him and allowing him t o spend some 

t ime wit h a living genius. 
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11.  Complet e t he f ollowing sentences t aking t heir appropriat e part s f rom bot h t he boxes  

     below.  

  (i) t her e was his assist ant  on t he line…………… 

  (ii) you get  f edup wit h people asking you t o be br ave………….. 

 (iii) t her e he was………… 

 (iv) you look at  his eyes which can speak,…………… 

  (v) it  doesn’t  do much good t o know……………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ans.  

  (i) Ther e was his assist ant  on t he line… and I  t old him….. I  had come in a wheelchair  f r om 

I ndia. 

  (ii) You get  f ed up wit h people asking you t o be br ave… as if  you have a cour age 

account ….on which you ar e t oo lazy t o dr aw a cheque. 

  (iii) Ther e he was….., t apping at  a lit t le wsit ch in his hand……t r ying t o f ind t he wor ds on 

his comput er . 

  (iv) You look at  his eyes which can speak…and t hey ar e saying somet hing huge and 

ur gent …..it  is har d t o t ell what . 

  (v) I t  doesn’t  do much good t o know……t hat  t her e ar e people…….smiling wit h admir at ion t o 

see you br eat hing st ill. 

 

A 

 t apping at  a lit t le swit ch in his hand. 

 and I  t old him.  

 t hat  t her e ar e people. 

 as if  you have a cour age account . 

 and t hey ar e saying somet hing huge and ur gent .  

B 

 t r ying t o f ind t he wor ds on his comput er . 

 I  had come in a wheelchair  f r om I ndia. 

 on which you ar e t oo lazy t o dr aw a cheque.  

 smiling wit h admir at ion t o see you br eat hing st ill. 

 it  is har d t o t ell what .  
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1.  Fill in the blanks in the sent ences below using t he appropriat e f orms of  t he  words  

    given in  the f ollowing box.  

 

 

 

  (i) I  met  a_______________f r om an ant ique land. 

  (ii) I  need special_______________in mat hemat ics. I  can’t  count  t he number  of  t imes I  

have f ailed in t he subj ect . 

  (iii) The guide called St ephen Hawking a wor t hy_______________t o I ssac Newt on. 

  (iv) His ot her  pr oblems_______________int o insignif icance beside t his unf or eseen 

mishap. 

  (v) The meet ing was_______________by t he youngest  member  of  t he boar d. 

  (vi) Some people say ‘your s_______________when t hey inf or mally r ef er  t o t hemselves. 

  (vii) I  wish it  had been a _______________ mat ch. We would have been spar ed t he 

noise of  celebr at ions, at  least . 

Ans.   (i) t r aveller                         (ii) guidance 

         (iii) successor                     (iv) paled 

         (v) chair ed                          (vi) t r uly 

         (vii) dr awn 

2.  Look at  t he f ollowing words.  

 

 

 Can you cr eat e a meaningf ul phr ase using bot h t hese wor ds? 

  (it  is simple. Add-ing t o t he ver b and use I  bef or e t he noun. Put  an ar t icle at  t he 

beginning.)……..a walking st ick  

  Now, make six such phr ases using t he wor ds given in t he box.  

 

 

 

Working wit h Language 

 guide  succeed  chair  t ravel 

  pale  draw   t rue 

Walk                         st ick 

read /  session smile/ f ace  revolve/ chair 

walk/ t our  dance/ doll  win/ chance 
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Ans.  

  (i) A r eading session 

  (ii) A smiling f ace 

  (iii) A r evolving chair  

 (iv) A walking t our  

  (v) A dancing doll 

  (vi) A winning chance 

3.  Use all or both in t he blanks.  Tell your part ner why you choose one or t he ot her.  

  (i) He has t wo br ot her s……ar e always. 

  (ii) Mor e t han t en per sons called……of  t hem want ed t o see you. 

  (iii) They ______________ cheer ed t he t eam. 

  (iv) ______________her  par ent s ar e t eacher s. 

  (v) How much have you got ? Give me…..of  it . 

Ans.   (i)  bot h         (ii) all          (iii)all        (iv) bot h       (v) all 

4. Complet e each sent ences using t he r ight  f or m of  t he adj ect ive given in t he br acket s. 

  (i) My f r iend has one of  t he_________________car s on t he r oad.(f ast ) 

 (ii) This is t he_________________st or y I  have ever y r ead.(int er est ing) 

  (iii)What  you ar e doing now is_________________t han what  you did yest er day.(easy) 

  (iv) Ramesh and his wif e ar e bot h_________________ (shor t ) 

  (v) He ar r ived______________as usual. Even t he chief  guest   

       came_________________t han he did (lat e, ear ly) 

Ans.   

(i) f ast est  (f ast ) 

(ii) int er est ing (int er est ing) 

(iii) easier (easy) 

(iv) shor t (shor t ) 

(v) lat e, ear lier (lat e, ear ly) 
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1.  Say the f ollowing words wit h correct  st ress.  Pronounce t he part s given colour loudly and  

   clearly.  

  camel                     balloon         decent            opinion 

  f ear less                 enor mous    car ef ul           f ulf il 

 f at her                 t oget her         gover n       degr ee 

  bot t le                     bef or e 

 I n a wor d having mor e t han one syllabus, t he st r essed syllable is t he one t hat  is mor e 

prominent  than t he ot her  syllable(s)  

 A wor d has as many syllables as it  has vowels. man (one syllable)manner (t wo syllable) 

 The mar k(‘)indicat es t hat  t he f ist  syllable, in ‘manner ’ is mor e pr ominent  t han t he 

ot her . 

Ans.   

Camel                   balloon             decent               opinion 

Fear less                enor mous         car ef ul             f ulf il 

Fat her                   t oget her           gover n             degr ee 

Bot t le               bef or e 

2.  Underline st ressed syllables in the f ollowing words.  Consult  t he dict ionary or ask t he  

   t eacher if  necessary.  

 

 

 

 

Ans.   

ar t ist                     mist ake            accident          moment  

compar e              sat isf y               r elat ion           t able 

illegal                agree                   backwar d        mount ain 

3.  Write a not ice f or t he School Not ice Board.  

St ep 1 

  Discuss why not ices are put  up on t he not ice board.  

Speaking and Writ ing 

Ar t ist                    mist ake             accident          moment  

Compar e              sat isf y               r elat ion           t able 

I llegal                agr ee                    backwar d         mount ain 
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 What  kinds of  ‘not ices’ have you lat ely seen on t he boar d? 

  How is an not ice dif f er ent  f r om a let t er  or  a descr ipt ive par agr aph? 

St ep 2 

  Suppose you have have lost  or  f ound 

  Somet hing on t he campus. 

  What  have you lost  or  f ound? 

 You want  t o wr it e a not ice about  it . I f  

  You have lost  somet hing, you want  it  

  Rest r ot ed t o you in case someone has 

  Found. I f  you have f ound somet hing, 

  You want  t o r et ur n it  t o it s owner . 

St ep 3  

  Wr it e a f ew lines descr ibing t he obj ect  

  You have lost  or  f ound. Ment ion t he 

  Pur pose of  t he not ice in clear  t er ms. 

  Also wr it e your  name, class, sect ion  

  And dat e. 

St ep 4 

Let  one member  of  each gr oup r ead 

Aloud t he not ice t o t he ent ir e class. 

Compar e your  not ice wit h t he ot her   

Not ices and make changes, if  

Necessar y, wit h t he help of  t he t eacher . 

Or 

 I magine t hat  you ar e a j our nalist . 

 You have been asked t o int er view t he pr esident  of  t he village Panchayat . 

 Wr it e eight  t o t en quest ions you wish t o ask. 

 The quest ions should elicit  comment s as well as plans r egar ding wat er  and elect r icit y, 

cleanliness and school educat ion in t he village. 

         Ans.  Not ices ar e put  o t he not ice boar d t o give impor t ant  and r elevant  inf or mat ion t o all 

t he st udent s or  whosoever  is t he r eader . A not ice answer s all impor t ant  quest ions r elat ed t o 

one cent r al t opic f or  which it  has been put  up. For  inst ance, dat e, t ime, venue et c of  an 
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upcoming event ; or  t he colour , size, cont ent s of  somet hing lost  or  f ound. lat ely, I  have come 

acr oss a number  of  not ices, not ice giving det ails about  act ivit ies or  event s or  t he school cult ur al 

and academic calendar . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  I magine t hat  you are j ournalist .  You have been asked t o int erview t he President  of  t he  

   village Panchayat .  Write eight  t o t en quest ions you wish t o ask.  The quest ions should  

   elicit  comment s as well as plans regarding wat er and elect ricit y,  cleanliness and school  

   educat ion in the village.  

Ans.  I nt er view wit h t he Village Panchayat   

Self ,  Journalist  :  J  

Village Panchayat  :  VP 

J   :  Hello Sir , I  have come t o t ake your  int er view. Can you please t ell me  

     t he populat ion or  head count  of  your  village? 

VP   :  Yes. Ther e ar e appr oximat ely 500 people living I  our  village. 

J   :  Do you pr ovide t he villager s wit h t he basic f acilit ies like hospit als, 

    schools et c? 

VP   :  Yes. Our  village has one hospit al and a school. 

J   :  Sir , don’t  you t hink consider ing t he number  of  people t hat  live in  

    your  village, one hospit al and one school is insuf f icient ? 

VP    :  We ar e planning t o get  at  least  one mor e of  bot h hospit al and school  

    const r uct ed. 

NOTI CE 

 ABC Public School LOST! LOST! LOST! 

5 t h Sept ember , 2014 

I  have lost  a wallet , a pur ple colour ed r ect angular  wallet . The wallet  

cont ained my school I dent it y car d and a f ew mor e per son belongings. I  

lost  it  dur ing my PT session in t he playgr ound. Anyone who f inds it  is 

r equest ed t o kindly r et ur n it .  

     Cont act : 9999111333 

     (My f at her ' s mobile number ) 

     XYZ, 

      St udent  of  VI I I  A 
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J    :   Good t o hear . I s t her e r egular  elect r icit y in your  village. 

VP    :  No, not  yet . 

J   :  What  ar e your  plans r egar ding get t ing t he village elect r if ied? 

VP   :  We ar e const ant  negot iat ion wit h t he dist r ict  of f icals t o int r oduce  

    elect r icit y and r eplace ker osene lit  lamps. 

J    :  I  am glad t hat  you ar e doing a lot  f or  t his village. 

 

                                 

 

 

 

1.  Give t he name of  t he book writ ten by St ephen Hawking? 

  A Br ief  Hist or y of  Time, one of  t he biggest  best -seller s ever , was wr it t en by St ephen 

Hawking. 

2.  Why had t he writ e come t o England? 

 The wr it er  was wor king on his t r avels t o England, f or  which he was also t our ing t o 

Cambr idge. 

3.  What  makes the writer f eel st ronger in weak t imes? 

  Looking at  physically disabled people like him, doing well in lif e, makes t he wr it er  f eel 

st r onger  in weak t imes. 

4.  Who reminds Kanga of  Hawking’s presence in Cambridge? 

  The guide of  t he walking t our  t o Cambr idge ment ions t he name of  St ephen Hawking t o 

Kanga and Kanga is immediat ely f illed wit h t he desir e t o meet  him. 

5.  List  a couple of  emot ions that  the writer saw in t he scient ist  when he f irst  saw him  

   t alking.  

  Exhaust ion, f r ust r at ion and anguish. 

6.  What  does St ephen Hawking f ind most  annoying? 

  People pit ying his disabilit y and pat r onising him annoyed St ephen Hawking. 

7.  St at e one disadvantage of  Hawking’s voice synt hesisier.  

  The synt hesiser  was unable t o convey t he inf lect ion or  t he r ise and f all of  t he speaker ’s 

voice. Accor ding t o Kanga. This was one disadvant age of  t he synt hesiser . 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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8.  Hawking didn’t  talk much t o the writ er while t hey were in the garden.  Why? 

  I n t he gar den, t he r ays of  t he sun cast  a glar e over  t he let t er s on t he machine, which 

made it  dif f icult  f or  St ephen t o look f or  t he appr opr iat e let t er s t o be able t o t alk much. 

 

 

 

1.  How does t he writ er overcome his depression over his disintegrated body? 

  On seeing t he st at e of  St ephen Hawking an how cr eat ively he lived, t he wr it er  becomes 

glad at  obser ving t he possibilit ies of  his own body. Unlike Hawking, t he wr it er  had been blessed 

wit h gr eat er  movement . He could move his body, his f inger , his hands, his neck and so on. I n 

case of  Hawking, Hawking could only make use of  his f inger s. 

2.  Why does t he writ er’s associat ion with England change alt ogether by the t ime his  

    j ourney comes t o an end? 

  For  t he wr it er , England was synonymous wit h Cambr idge. However , by t he t ime his 

j our ney ends England had t aken an ent ir ely new meaning. This meaning was supplied t hr ough his 

meet ing wit h St ephen Hawking. Now, England st ood f or  much mor e t han Cambr idge. I   now 

st ood f or  cr eat ivit y, posit ivit y, opt imism and much mor e. 

3.  While describing the scient ist ,  what  does t he writ er compare him t o? 

  The wr it er  compar es t he sight s or  appear ance of  Hawking t o a pict ur e t hat  one sees in a  

newspaper  or  a magazine. I t  was as st if f  and lif eless as t hose pict ur e, except  f or  it  being 

t hr ee-dimensional. 

4.  What  were the six quest ions that  the writ er askd the scient ist ? 

  (i) Had t he scient ist  been br ave? 

  (ii) Did he laugh of t en? 

  (iii) Did t he scient ist  f ind it  annoying when he is dist ur bed by people? 

  (iv) What  is t he best  t hing of  being a disabled per son? 

  (v) I f  he was r elieved or  f elt  bet t er  on knowing t hat  people admir ed him. 

 (vi) Hawking’s message f or  ot her  disabled people. 

5.  What  did the writer have t o say about  t he body- soul nexus? 

  Accor ding t o t he wr it er  he had never  been a believer  in t he idea of  t r anscendence of  t he 

soul. Yet , seeing St ephen Hawking, he became sur e t hat  t he body was mer ely t he ir r elevant  

out war d cover ing. The only t hing wor t hwhile was t he soul or  t he spir it  of  t he human being. 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  Give detailed account  of  the appearance of  St ephen Hawking.  

  When t he wr it er  f ir st  saw St ephen Hawking, he t hought  he was seeing a t hr ee-

dimensional phot ogr aph of  him and lat er  t hought  him t i be as st if f  as a cor pse. Hawking’s body 

had ent ir ely t ilt ed t o one side, in it  was also a shr unken body t hat  visible t hr ough t he pale blue 

shir t . However , his eyes seemed t o be lif e like and t alking st ill, t hey appear ed t o convey 

somet hing gr eat  and ur gent . The scient ist  was ent ir ely dependent  on t he aut omat ed sound 

pr oduced by t he comput er ised synt hesiser  f or  t alking. 

2.  “I  knew that  my j ourney was over. ” Why does t he writ er say so? 

  The wr it er  was doing r esear ch and wr it ing about  his t r avels t o Br it ain in a book. His 

meet ing wit h St ephen Hawking, t he living genius and a gr eat  sour ce of  inspir at ion, was t he 

ult imat e par t  of  his j our ney. For  t he wr it er  t he j our ney had ended r ight  t her e because he was 

f ully cont ent  of  his visit  t o England and couldn’t  have asked f or  anyt hing bet t er . I t  was also a 

met aphor ical way of  calling it  t he end o j our ney as he had at t ained a mer ger  wit h his inspir at ion 

and had become awar e t hat  t his is exact ly how he would like t o view himself  in f ut ur e. 

 

 

 

1.  I t  is right  t o j udge a person on t he basis of  his physical abilit y? 

  No, it  is not  r ight  t o j udge a per son on t he basis of  t heir  ment al st r engt h. I t  is possible 

t hat  people wit hout  any disabilit y ar e weak and pit iable. 

  I t  t he somet ime, disabled people need not  necessar ily be weat . I t  is possible f or  such 

people t o have a st r ong will power  and det er minat ion t o over come challenges, as in t he case of  

St ephen Hawking. 

2.  What  lesson do we learn about  learning? 

  The chapt er  ‘A Visit  t o Cambr idge’ impar t s a ver y impor t ant  lesson about  lear ning. I t  

showcases how even a disabled per son could be a sour ce of  inspir at ion. I f  a per son has a zeal t o 

lear n and advance in lif e, no def or mit y or  disabilit y could be hindr ance in his pat h. A man lear ns 

by his desir e t o lear n and not  t hr ough any ext er nal t hings such as physical abilit y. 

 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ions 
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Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  “An hour  lat er , we wer e r eady t o leave. I  didn’t  know what  t o do. I  could not  kiss him or  

cr y. I  t ouched his shoulder  and wheeled out  int o t he summer  evening. I  looked back, and I  knew 

he was waving, t hough he wasn’t . Wat ching him, an embodiment  of  my br avest  self , t he one I  

was moving t owar ds, t he one I  had believed in f or  so many year s, alone, I  knew t hat  my j our ney 

was over . For  now.” 

1.  What  did the writer wish t o do when he was leaving Hawking’s residence? 

     (a) The wr it er  want ed t o kiss Hawking and cr y 

  (b) The wr it er  want ed t o hug Hawking 

     (c) The wr it er  want ed t o r un away 

     (d) The wr it er  want ed t o say kind wor ds t o Hawking  

Ans.     (a) The writer want ed t o kiss Hawking and cry 

2.  How long did t he meet ing last? 

      (a) Less t han an hour  

      (b) Mor e t han an hour  

     (c) Two hour s 

  (d) Four  hour s 

Ans.     (b) More t han an hour 

3.  Was Hawking waving when the writer lef t? 

      (a) Yes  

      (b) No  

Ans.   (b) No.  Hawking was not  waving when t he writ er lef t .  

4.  What  does t he writ er mean by “an embodiment  of  my bravest  self ”? 

  The phr ase “an embodiment  of  my br avest  self ” meant  t hat  what  was mer ely an idea f or  

t he wr it er , St ephen Hawking was a living example of  it . 

 

 

 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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5.  Discuss t he writ er’s idea of  the end of  his j ourney.  

  The wr it er  calls it  t he end of  his j our ney because he had at t ained t he ult imat e in 

meet ing St ephen Hawking. He had lear nt  t he message of  how t o live a cr eat ive and happy lif e 

despit e dif f icult ies and disabilit ies. 

6.  Does t his meet ing init iat e any change in the writer? 

  The meet ing makes t he wr it er  a mor e cont ent  per son. The wr it er  now becomes sat isf ied 

wit h his lif e and begins t o look at  his disabilit y dif f er ent ly. 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  “I s t her e any advice you can give t he disabled people, somet hing t hat  might  help make 

lif e bet t er ?” “They should concent r at e on what  t hey ar e good at , I  t hink t hings like t he 

disabled Olympics ar e a wast e of  t ime.” “I  know what  you mean.” I  r emember ed t he year s I ’d 

spent  t r ying t o play a Spanish guit ar  consider ably lar ge t han I  was, and how gleef ully I  had 

unst r inged it  one night . 

1.  Which act ivit y had t he writ er been learning? 

      (a) Swimming                       (b) Spanish guit ar  

      (c) Chinese cuisine            (d) Singing 

Ans.   (b) Spanish guit ar 

2.  What  was t he scient ist  deadly against ? 

      (a) The disabled Olympics          (b) The Spanish Guit ar   

      (c) Swimming          (d) Wr it ing 

Ans.   (a) The disabled Olympics 

3.  I n one sentence st at e t he advice given by Hawking t o other disabled people.  

  (a) To concent r at e on what  t hey wer e good at   

  (b) To mast er  t he ar t  of  wr it ing 

  (c) To lear n t o smile and laugh at  t heir  suf f er ings 

  (d) To not  meet  any people  

Ans.   (a) To concent rat e on what  they were good at   

 

 

Ext ract  2 
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4.  Why does he give t his advice? 

  He gives t his advice because he t hinks t hat  disabled people wer e wast ing t heir  t ime by 

imit at ing nor mal people. 

5.  How well does the writ er connect  with this advice? 

  The wr it er  connect s well wit h t his advice because he t oo had spent  a lot  of  t ime lear ning 

t he Spanish guit ar , somet hing t hat  was lar ge t han him and not  meant  f or  him. 

6.  With what  int ent ion were act ivit ies like disabled Olympics int roduced? 

  The act ivit ies like disabled Olympics wer e int r oduced wit h an int ent ion t o br ing disable 

people at  par  wit h nor mal people.  

 

  

 


